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ACTION SCSE-00 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-06 ISO-OO L-03 HEW-01 SCA-01 /012W 

071947 

R 291341Z MAY 74 
FM AMEMBASSY BERN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9083 

UNCLAS BERN 2027 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: CFED, SZ 

SUBJECT: SSA - RECIPROCAL PROVISIONS OF U.S. AND SWISS SOCIAL 
SECURITY SYSTEMS 

REF: STATE 069167 

1. THE SWISS FEDERAL OFFICE OF SOCIAL ASSURANCE (SFOSA) 

HAS INFORMED EMBASSY THAT SFOSA IS WILLING TO BEGIN 
PRELIMINARY DISCUSSIONS, AT EXPERT LEVEL, LOOKING TOWARDS 
EVENTUAL NEGOTIATION OF A S.S. AGREEMENT BETWEEN U.S. AND 
SWITZERLAND. SFOSA ALSO INFORMED EMBASSY THAT BEFORE 
CONCLUDING ALL ITS RECENT S.S. CONVENTIONS WITH OTHER 
STATES GOS HAS HAD AN "EXCHANGE OF VIEWS" BETWEEN S.S. 
EXPERTS BEFORE THE FORMAL NEGOTIATIONS. THE SFOSA 
POINTED OUT THESE PRELIMINARY DISCUSSIONS PERMIT THE 

S.S. AUTHORITIES CONCERNED TO INFORM EACH OTHER OF THEIR 
SOCIAL SECURITY LEGISLATION AND OF THEIR CONCEPTIONS OF 
INTERNATIONAL REGULTIONS AND TO SET FORTH THE BASIS FOR 
THE OFFICIAL NEGOTIATIONS. SFOSA ADDED THAT IT 
IS WILLING TO FURNISH COPIES OF SWISS LEGISLATION CONCERNING 
S.S. CONVENTIONS CONCLUDED WITH OTHER COUNTRIES. 

2. ACTIONS REQUESTED: AS SFOSA HAS AGREED IN PRINCIPLE 
TO PRELIMINARY NEGOTIATIONS, SSA VIEWS ON MODALITIES 
FOR PROCEEDING WOULD BE APPRECIATED. SFOSA IS RELATIVELY 
SMALL OPERATION WHICH MIGHT FIND IT DIFFICULT TO SEND 
EXPERTS TO U.S. FOR ANY PERIOD OF TIME. SSA MAY 

WISH TO CONSIDER, THEREFORE, HOLDING PRELIMINARY 
DISCUSSIONS IN BERN. 
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